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SURVEY AND EVALUATION OF OLD FORT BLISS AT HART’S MILL 
EL PASO COUNTY 

 
State of Texas Historic Structures Survey Form 

 

SECTION 1 
Identification: 

Current Name: Old Fort Bliss Officer Quarters Address: 
1836 West Paisano Drive, El Paso, Texas identified as 
1828 W Paisano per El Paso Appraisal District PID 361850 

Historic Name: Fort Bliss Officer Quarter Legal Address: 
Old Fort Bliss W PT of 3 & WPT of N ½ 2 (29561 SQ 
FT) 

Owner Information: 

Name: Hart’s Homestead LP c/o Charles Johns 

Address: PO Box 1318  

City: Santa Teresa State: NM Zip: 88008-1318 

Location: 

Geographic Location:  Zone: 13 Easting: 357012.50m Northing: 3515262.04m 

USGS Quad Name/Year: Smelter town/2018 

Resource Description: 

Construction Date: 1878 Actual Estimated Source: 1971 NR nomination form 

Current Function: vacant apartments Historic Function: Officer quarters 

Current Use:    Agriculture Commerce/Trade Defense Domestic Educational 
Government Healthcare Industry/Processing Recreation/Culture Religious Social 
Vacant Other: 

Historic Use:     Agriculture Commerce/trade Defense Domestic Educational 
Government Healthcare Industry/Processing Recreation/Culture Religious Social 
Vacant Other:  

Image Information: 

Recorded by: Cherise Bell Date Recorded: 28 December 2017 

 
1836 West Paisano. Front facade, camera facing West.  

  



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

SECTION 2 
Architectural Description: 

General Architectural Description: A Victorian Style, two-story structure, constructed of double-laid adobe brick with stucco walls, on a 
raised cut-stone basement, in a T-plan form, roughly 74’ by 59’ with the T-stem projecting to the rear measures roughly 40’ wide. Three 
front gables adorn the front façade with two wood coupled windows of 4/4 lights flanking the end gables while the center gable has 
two doors. Non-historic decorative wood shutters adorn the windows. A central entryway has two doors covered by a gable-roof porch 
with two wood windows flanking either side. The raised basement has a door and a window, which are currently boarded, on either 
side of the entry, each with its own wood, gable-roof.  Originally, a one-story, full-width, hipped roof porch covered the first-floor front 
facade. The side façades, of the raised basement, have flat-arched windows. 
 
 According to the 1971 National Register Nomination form for Old Fort Bliss at Hart’s Mill: “The architectural detailing and progression 
of spaces – each Victorian in style – are closely related to the plain masonry buildings of other military dependent housing in the Texas 
fort series built by the United States government.”  
 
 

Additions, modifications, specify dates: date unknown 
Relocated, specify date, former location 

and information of interest: 
   

SECTION 3 
Current National and State Register Status 

National Register Status:  Individually Listed  Not Individually Listed 
State Register Status:  Individually Listed Not Individually Listed 
Included in a Listed Historic 
District: 

 Contributing Non-Contributing  Not Included  

Name of District: Old Fort Bliss (at Hart’s Mill) 

National Register Evaluation: 

 Individually Eligible  Contributing Resource to a District  Not Eligible/Non-Contributing Resource 

Applicable National Register (NR) Criteria: 

A Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history 

B Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past 

C 
Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic value, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinctions 

D Has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history 

Areas of Significance:  Military, commerce 

Period(s) of Significance:  1875-1899 and 1850-1874 

Level of Significance: National State Local  

Integrity: Location Design Materials Workmanship 

 Feeling Association Setting  

Building Condition:  Excellent  Good  Fair  Deteriorated 

 

Is prior documentation available for 
this resource? 

Yes No Unknown Type: HABS Survey Other 

Documentation details: 
Include name and location 
of document, if known.  

 
Bell, Wayne and Gary Hume. 
1971National Register of Historic Places, Old Fort Bliss, El Paso County, Texas. 
Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas. 

  



Survey Form Continuation Sheet 
 

 
1836 West Paisano. Southwest. façade, camera facing Northeast, 1844 W Paisano is visible to the left. 

 
1836 West Paisano. Rear facade, camera facing Southeast. 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 
1836 West Paisano. North façade, camera facing South. 

 
1836 West Paisano is on left side of photo. El Paso Public library -  McGaw collection, no date. 

 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 
Circa 1880s postcard of Fort Bliss at Hart’s Mill, 1836 W. Paisano is first building on the left. El Paso Public library. 

 
1836 W. Paisano is first building in foreground. El Paso Public library - Aultman collection, 1885 

 

 

 

 

  



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

 

 
1836 West Paisano. Corner detail of north façade at “t” intersection, camera facing East. 

 
1836 West Paisano. Detail of brackets and window on front façade, camera facing West. 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

 

 

 
USGS Map Smeltertown (www.topozone.com 2018). 

 

  

1836 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

1853 Boundary Map between the United States and Mexico by William Emory 

 

  

 

 

 

  



Survey Form (continued) 
 

1893 Fort Bliss Plat by Captain Ruhlen 

  

 

 

Hart’s House 

1836 Paisano 

1844 Paisano 

1844 W. Paisano  

1836 W. Paisano 

Hart’s Mill 

Hart House 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

1928 Aerial Photograph, courtesy IBWC (International Boundary and Water Commission) 

 

1836 W Paisano 

1844 W Paisano 

Hart’s Mill 

Hart House 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

El Paso 1908-1954 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map Volume 2, Page 247 

 

  

1844 W. Paisano 

1836 W. Paisano 

Hart House 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

2017 Aerial Photograph  

 

2017 bird’s eye photograph facing north (courtesy of Brian Kanof). 

Hart House 

1844 W. Paisano 

1836 W. Paisano 



SURVEY AND EVALUATION OF OLD FORT BLISS AT HART’S MILL 
EL PASO COUNTY 

 
State of Texas Historic Structures Survey Form 

 

SECTION 1 
Identification: 

Current Name: Old Fort Bliss Officer Quarters Address: 
1844 West Paisano Drive, El Paso, Texas identified as  
1836 W Paisano per El Paso Appraisal District PID 751127 

Historic Name: Fort Bliss Officer Quarter Legal Address: Old Ft Bliss W Pt of 4 (21,481 sq ft) 

Owner Information: 

Name: Hart’s Homestead LP c/o Charles Johns 

Address: PO Box 1318  

City: Santa Teresa State: NM Zip: 88008-1318 

Location: 

Geographic Location:  Zone: 13 Easting: 356998.80m Northing: 3515284.45m 

USGS Quad Name/Year: Smelter town/2018 

Resource Description: 

Construction Date: 1878 Actual Estimated Source: 1971 NR nomination form 

Current Function: vacant apartments Historic Function: Officer quarters 

Current Use:    Agriculture Commerce/Trade Defense Domestic Educational 
Government Healthcare Industry/Processing Recreation/Culture Religious Social 
Vacant Other: 

Historic Use:     Agriculture Commerce/trade Defense Domestic Educational 
Government Healthcare Industry/Processing Recreation/Culture Religious Social 
Vacant Other:  

Image Information: 

Recorded by: Cherise Bell Date Recorded: 28 December 2017 

 
1844 West Paisano. Front facade, camera facing West.  

  



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

SECTION 2 
Architectural Description: 

General Architectural Description: A Victorian Style, two-story structure, constructed of double-laid adobe brick with stucco walls, on a 
raised cut-stone basement, in a T-plan form, roughly 72’ x 56’ with the T-stem projecting to the rear roughly 43’ wide. Three front 
gables adorn the front façade with two wood windows of 4/4 lights under each gable with non-historic decorative wood shutters. A 
central entryway has two doors covered by a gable-roof porch with two wood windows flanking either side. The raised basement has a 
door and a window, which are currently boarded, on either side of the entry, each with its own wood, gable-roof. Originally, a one-
story, full-width, hipped roof porch covered the first-floor front facade. The side façades, of the raised basement, have flat-arched 
windows. 
 
 According to the 1971 National Register Nomination form for Old Fort Bliss at Hart’s Mill: “The architectural detailing and progression 
of spaces – each Victorian in style – are closely related to the plain masonry buildings of other military dependent housing in the Texas 
fort series built by the United Stated government.”  
 
A small 1 ½ story, flat hipped roof, addition to the south façade fills-in the ell portion of the T-plan while north façade ell portion of the 
T-plan has a balcony.   The rear façade has a 1 ½, flat hipped roof addition with a small one-story flat roof addition which acts as the 
rear patio with metal stairs descending to the ground.  
   

Additions, modifications, specify dates: date unknown 
Relocated, specify date, former location 

and information of interest: 
   

SECTION 3 
Current National and State Register Status 

National Register Status:  Individually Listed  Not Individually Listed 
State Register Status:  Individually Listed Not Individually Listed 
Included in a Listed Historic 
District: 

 Contributing Non-Contributing  Not Included  

Name of District: Old Fort Bliss (at Hart’s Mill) 

National Register Evaluation: 

 Individually Eligible  Contributing Resource to a District  Not Eligible/Non-Contributing Resource 

Applicable National Register (NR) Criteria: 

A Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history 

B Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past 

C 
Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic value, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinctions 

D Has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history 

Areas of Significance:  Military, commerce 

Period(s) of Significance:  1875-1899 and 1850-1874 

Level of Significance: National State Local  

Integrity: Location Design Materials Workmanship 

 Feeling Association Setting  

Building Condition:  Excellent  Good  Fair  Deteriorated 

 

Is prior documentation available for 
this resource? 

Yes No Unknown Type: HABS Survey Other 

Documentation details: 
Include name and location 
of document, if known.  

 
Bell, Wayne and Gary Hume 
1971 National Register of Historic Places, Old Fort Bliss, El Paso County, Texas. 
Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas. 

  



Survey Form Continuation Sheet 
 

 
1844 West Paisano. Southwest façade, camera facing Northeast. 

 
1844 West Paisano. Rear facade, camera facing east. 1836 West Paisano visible on the right 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 
1844 West Paisano. Northeast façade, camera facing southwest. 

 
 1844 West Paisano is on right side of photo. El Paso Public Library  - McGaw collection, no date 

 

 

 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

 
Circa 1880s postcard of Fort Bliss at Hart’s Mill, 1844 W. Paisano is second building on the left. El Paso Public Library -vertical files 

 
1844 West  Paisano is second building on the left. El Paso Public Library - Aultman collection,1885. 

 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 
1844 West Paisano. Corner detail, north facade. 

 
1844 West Paisano. Foundation detail, southeast corner. 

 

 

 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

 

 
USGS Map Smeltertown (www.topozone.com 2018) 

 

  

1844 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

1853 Boundary Map between the United States and Mexico by William Emory 

 

  

 

 

 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

1893 Fort Bliss Plat by Captain Ruhlen 

  

 

Hart’s House 

1836 Paisano 

1844 Paisano 

1844 W. Paisano 

1836 W. Paisano 

Hart’s Mill 

Hart House 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

1928 Aerial Photograph, courtesy IBWC (International Boundary and Water Commission) 

 

1836 W. Paisano 

1844 W. Paisano 

Hart’s Mill 

Hart House 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

El Paso 1908-1954 Sanborn Fire Insurance map Volume 2, Page 247 

 

  

1844 W. Paisano 

1836 W. Paisano 

Hart House 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

2017 Aerial Photograph 

 

2017 Bird’s eye photograph facing north (courtesy of Brian Kanof 2017). 

Hart House 

1844 W. Paisano 

1836 W. Paisano 



SURVEY AND EVALUATION OF OLD FORT BLISS AT HART’S MILL 
EL PASO COUNTY 

 
State of Texas Historic Structures Survey Form 

 

SECTION 1 
Identification: 
Current Name: Guard House Address: 1932 West Paisano Drive, El Paso, Texas 
Historic Name: Guard House Legal Address: Old Fort Bliss W PT of 8 to 10 (52117 SQ FT) 
Owner Information: 
Name: Rafael and Josie Nickolas 
Address: 4244 Ridgecrest Drive 
City: El Paso State: TX Zip: 88008-1318 
Location: 
Geographic Location:  Zone: 13 Easting: 356943.97m Northing: 3515492.96m 
USGS Quad Name/Year: Smelter town 
Resource Description: 

Construction Date: Ca.1880 Actual Estimated Source: Year Army bought Hart’s 
acreage 

Current Function: Office Historic Function Guard House 
Current Use:    Agriculture Commerce/Trade Defense Domestic Educational 

Government Healthcare Industry/Processing Recreation/Culture Religious Social 
Vacant Other: 

Historic Use:     Agriculture Commerce/trade Defense Domestic Educational 
Government Healthcare Industry/Processing Recreation/Culture Religious Social 
Vacant Other:  

Image Information: 
Recorded by: Cherise Bell Date Recorded: 28 December 2017 

 
1932 West Paisano. Front facade, camera facing west.  

  



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

SECTION 2 
Architectural Description: 
General Architectural Description: One-story stucco over frame and adobe building with two modern additions added to the East and 
West facades. The two additions encase the original structure, modifying the original shape and style of the building. The two additions 
have shed rooflines while the original has a side gable roof. A bird’s eye photograph from 1954 shows the building at one time had a 
front porch around entrance. A brick wainscot is wrapped on the East and South façades and is a modern addition. The metal front door 
on the East façade is offset and flanked by two horizontally oriented vinyl windows. Modern, metal awnings have been placed over the 
doorway and windows. A rear metal door has been added to the original building on the South façade. Large swamp coolers have been 
placed on the shed roofs as well as ventilator caps. 

Additions, modifications, specify dates: date unknown 
Relocated, specify date, former location 

and information of interest:    

SECTION 3 
Current National and State Register Status 
National Register Status:  Individually Listed  Not Individually Listed 
State Register Status:  Individually Listed Not Individually Listed 
Included in a Listed Historic 
District:  Contributing Non-Contributing  Not Included  

  
National Register Evaluation: 

 Individually Eligible  Contributing Resource to a District  Not Eligible/Non-Contributing Resource 
Applicable National Register (NR) Criteria: 

A Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history 
B Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past 

C Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic value, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinctions 

D Has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history 
Areas of Significance:  Military, commerce 
Period(s) of Significance:  1875-1899 and 1850-1874 
Level of Significance: National State Local  
Integrity: Location Design Materials Workmanship 
 Feeling Association Setting  
Building Condition:  Excellent  Good  Fair  Deteriorated 
 
Is prior documentation available for 
this resource? Yes No Unknown Type: HABS Survey Other 

Documentation details: 
Include name and location 
of document, if known.  

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, El Paso, Texas. 1908-1954, Volume 2, page 248. 
1893 Plat of Fort Bliss by Captain Ruhlen. El Paso Community Foundation. 

  



Survey Form Continuation Sheet 
 

 
1932 West Paisano. South façade, camera facing north. 

 
1932 West Paisano. West facade, camera facing northwest.  



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 
1932 West Paisano. Northeast façade, camera facing southwest. 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 
 

1954 aerial photo. Texas Department of Transportation photo 307. 
 

 

 

 

1932 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 
USGS Map Smeltertown (www.topozone.com 2018) 

 

  

1932 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

1893 Fort Bliss Plat by Captain Ruhlen 

   

  

1932 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

1928 Aerial Photograph courtesy IBWC (International Boundary and Water Commission) 

 

1836 W. Paisano 

1844 W. Paisano 

Hart’s Mill 

Hart House 

1932 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

El Paso 1908-1954 Sanborn Fire Insurance map, Volume 2, Page 248. 

 

  

1932 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

2017 Aerial Photograph  

 

2017 bird’s eye photograph facing north (courtesy of Brian Kanof). 

Hart House 

1844 W. Paisano 

1836 W. Paisano 

1932 W. Paisano 



SURVEY AND EVALUATION OF OLD FORT BLISS AT HART’S MILL 
EL PASO COUNTY 

 
State of Texas Historic Structures Survey Form 

 

SECTION 1 
Identification: 
Current Name: Hart House Address: 1720 West Paisano Drive, El Paso, Texas 
Historic Name: Hart House, La Hacienda Restaurant Legal Address: Simeon Hart SURV 2 ABST #43 PT of SURV (3.15 AC) 
Owner Information: 
Name: Onate’s Crossing LP 
Address: PO Box 1318  
City: Santa Teresa State: NM Zip: 88008-1318 
Location: 
Geographic Location:  Zone: 13 Easting: 357064.26m Northing: 351536.77m 
USGS Quad Name/Year: Smelter town/2018 
Resource Description: 
Construction Date: 1851 Actual Estimated Source: 1971 NR nomination form 
Current Function: vacant apartments Historic Function: Officer quarters 
Current Use:    Agriculture Commerce/Trade Defense Domestic Educational 

Government Healthcare Industry/Processing Recreation/Culture Religious Social 
Vacant Other: 

Historic Use:     Agriculture Commerce/trade Defense Domestic Educational 
Government Healthcare Industry/Processing Recreation/Culture Religious Social 
Vacant Other:  

Image Information: 
Recorded by: Cherise Bell Date Recorded: 28 December 2017 

 
1720 West Paisano. Front facade, camera facing northwest.  

  



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

SECTION 2 
Architectural Description: 
General Architectural Description:  
One-story plastered, rectangular shaped, adobe house measures roughly 90’x58’ with a non-historic 55’x18’ addition on rear half of the 
south façade. The brick, arched porch measuring roughly 13’ x 70’ was added circa 1900 and has been enclosed at some point (date 
unknown).  The flat roof is constructed of sycamore and willow.  The curvilinear parapet was added after the 1936 HABS (Historic 
American Buildings Survey) but before 1947 based on a photo in the El Paso Morning Times newspaper, which is thought to have been 
printed on October 30, 1947. According to the HABS record the building had a central hall and eight or nine rooms. 

Additions, modifications, specify dates: Ca. 1900 porch, Ca. 1940 curvilinear parapet 
Relocated, specify date, former location 

and information of interest:    

SECTION 3 
Current National and State Register Status 
National Register Status:  Individually Listed  Not Individually Listed 
State Register Status:  Individually Listed Not Individually Listed 
Included in a Listed Historic 
District:  Contributing Non-Contributing  Not Included  

Name of District: Old Fort Bliss (at Hart’s Mill) 
National Register Evaluation: 

 Individually Eligible  Contributing Resource to a District  Not Eligible/Non-Contributing Resource 
Applicable National Register (NR) Criteria: 

A Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history 
B Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past 

C Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic value, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinctions 

D Has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history 
Areas of Significance:  Military, commerce 
Period(s) of Significance:  1875-1899 and 1850-1874 
Level of Significance: National State Local  
Integrity: Location Design Materials Workmanship 
 Feeling Association Setting  
Building Condition:  Excellent  Good  Fair  Deteriorated 
 
Is prior documentation available for 
this resource? Yes No Unknown Type: HABS Survey Other 

Documentation details: 
Include name and location 
of document, if known.  

 
1971 National Register of Historic Places, Old Fort Bliss, El Paso County, Texas. 
Registered Texas Historic Landmark, Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas. 

  



Survey Form Continuation Sheet 
 

 
1720 West Paisano. Southeast façade, camera facing Northwest. 

 
1720 West Paisano. Rear facade, camera facing East.  



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 
1720 West Paisano, camera facing southwest. 

 
Painting ca. 1851 showing Hart’s Mill (left) and the Hart House next to it (El Paso Community Foundation) 

 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

 
1720 West Paisano.  El Paso Public Library - Aultman Collection, no date. 

 
1720 West Paisano. El Paso Public Library - Aultman Collection, no date. 

 

 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

 

 
Hart’s Mill to the left and the Hart House (1720 W. Paisano) to the right.  

Photograph from El Paso Community Foundation, no date. 

 
1720 W. Paisano. Photograph from El Paso Morning Times newspaper dated “October 30, 1947?”. 

 

 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

 
USGS Map Smeltertown (www.topozone.com 2018) 

 

  

Hart House 

1720 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

1853 Boundary Map Between the United States and Mexico by William Emory 

 

  

 

 

 

  



Survey Form (continued) 
 

1881 City of El Paso Engineer’s Map 

 

 

 

Hart House,  
1720 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

1928 Aerial Photograph courtesy IBWC (International Boundary and Water Commission) 

 

1836 W. Paisano 

1844 W. Paisano 

Hart’s Mill 

Hart House, 1720 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

El Paso 1908-1954 Sanborn Fire Insurance map, Volume 2, Page 247 

 

  

1844 W. Paisano 

1836 W. Paisano 

Hart House, 
1720 W. Paisano 



Survey Form (continued) 
 

 

2017 Aerial Photograph  

 

2017 bird’s eye photograph facing north (courtesy of Brian Kanof). 

Hart House, 1720 W. Paisano 

1844 W. Paisano 

1836 W.  Paisano 




