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Overview
by David Stout
Serving as your County Commissioner for Precinct 2 is
both a pleasure and an honor. I truly enjoy being your
advocate on Commissioners Court and communicating
the needs for our unique and diverse precinct. Precinct 2
encompasses the El Paso Children's Hospital, our historic
downtown, Ascarate Park, and really, the heart of El Paso.
As you know, I am currently in my second term. In that
time, I have enjoyed representing Precinct 2 by
deliberating the budget and promoting innovative and
thoughtful policies that impact our precinct and all of El
Paso County.
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New Investments Strengthen
Ascarate Park
The latter part of 2019 saw a
handful of positive changes at
Ascarate Park. In November,
Commissioner Stout appeared
with other dignitaries to
announce a brand new allabilities park that will be built
at Ascarate.
Ascarate’s new all-abilities
playground will ensure El
Paso’s children have safe,
appropriate and accessible
places to play that can
accommodate all children,
including children with
disabilities.

In other Ascarate Park-related news:
Later in November, Ascarate
hosted the 5th-annual
Lights on the Lake event,
which has become a staple for
families in Precinct 2 and from
across the county to see
Ascarate’s Christmas lights and
enjoy music, good times, and a
photo with Santa.
In December, Commissioners
Court approved a new
rate structure recommended
by golf course staff.

After comparing rate
structures to similar courses in
the region and elsewhere in
Texas, staff proposed a family
membership rate that includes
two adults and two children
up to age 23 who reside in the
same home for $430 per
quarter. Meanwhile,
Ascarate’s couples rate will be
$385 per quarter ($305
quarterly for seniors).

The previous day,
commissioners court had
authorized the County to
accept a $1 million grant
from the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department as part
of building all-abilities parks
at Ascarate and two other
locations in El Paso County.
With local match provided
by nonprofit organization
Moms on Board and the
County, the total investment
in these three parks will be
$2 million. Altogether, $1.7
million of that funding will
be spent on new playground
equipment at the three
parks.
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Community Needs Accurate Census
2020 Count
One reason that 2020 will be
an important year for El Paso
County is the U.S. Census,
mandated by Article I, Section
2 of the Constitution. The
count will be under way in a
matter of days (as of January 1,
2020, only 90 days away).
Census Day is April 1, 2020,
and El Paso must do
everything possible to ensure
that ALL individuals who call
our community home are
counted accurately. Estimates
indicate that El Paso County’s
population may have been
undercounted by up to 30
percent in 2010, meaning that
three of every 10 residents
were not counted last time.
Undercounted communities
lose out on significant
amounts of federal funding.
Given that other Texas
counties have seen
considerable growth,
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El Paso County faces an uphill
battle to maintain what it has.
Without an accurate count in
Census 2020, El Paso County
may face the dire reality of
losing a state representative
seat from its House
delegation, further
diminishing our region’s voice
in Austin.
Slightly more than $1,000 per
person is what El Paso County
would lose annually if
individuals were not counted.
The count affects funding for
education programs,
infrastructure and
transportationprojects,
healthcare, various grant
programs, and so on. In the
last 20 years, the County of El
Paso has received on average
about $18 million from the
federal government in the
forms of grants and other
disbursements.

An undercount in here likely
would have a large effect on
those allocations because
Census data is the primary
source of information the
federal government considers
when making these
consequential decisions.
The Paso Del Norte Complete
Count Committee (CCC) is
hard at work, and has been for
the last year and a half,
organizing and creating a plan
for our community to ensure
an accurate count of El Paso
County. That work is
building up and will be
mobilized in late January. If
you have questions about how
to get involved with the CCC,
please contact Carlos Martinez
in the Precinct 2 office.
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Precinct 2 Takes on New Staff
Carlos A. Martinez
Executive Administrative
Coordinator
Carlos has been on board since June as an
Executive Administrative Coordinator. He joins
the County after working most recently for the
Texas House of Representatives in State Rep.
Blanco's District Office.
Carlos graduated from St. Edward's University in
December 2017 with a degree in Political
Science. While in college, Carlos worked at the
State Capitol during two Legislative Sessions,
and during his time with the state, he had the
opportunity to learn the needs of our
community both in Austin and El Paso. In his
free time, he enjoys playing violin and going to
the symphony.

Stephen S. Ellsesser
Senior Policy Advisor
Stephen serves as Senior Policy Advisor. He
joins the County after working most recently
for Emergence Health Network, where six bills
he helped to draft passed during the past two
legislative sessions. Stephen has worked in
public policy since moving to El Paso in 2014.
Previously, Stephen practiced law, and
for more than a decade, he worked as a
journalist covering professional baseball,
including a stint in Tokyo with The Japan
Times. He volunteers in the community by
providing pro bono legal services.
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Stout Appointed to NAMI
Texas’ Board
Commissioner Stout had his
first meeting as part of the
board of directors for NAMI
Texas in December. Stout will
serve as treasurer for 2020,
helping the statewide
organization develop a
strategic plan for
the coming three-year period.
Stout’s work with NAMI Texas
further demonstrates his focus
on improving access to quality
mental healthcare. NAMI does
important advocacy work,
which Stout intends to
support in addition to his
board service with Emergence
Health Network and Texas
Council of Community
Centers.
In January, Stout will lead
outreach efforts for NAMI
affiliates from El Paso to
Abilene as part of NAMI
Texas’ first comprehensive
needs assessment of local
chapters. The needs
assessment will inform NAMI
Texas’ strategic plan.

Stout Airs Constituent
Concerns at MPO Meeting
As the Metropolitan Planning
Organization’s Transportation
Policy Board considered El
Paso Mobility Plan 2019, a
new plan of transportation
projects that includes
controversial elements of a
concept called Reimagine I10, Commissioner Stout
prepared a statement that
addressed concerns of
constituents in historic
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neighborhoods such as Sunset
Heights.
One part of the Re-imagine I10 concept includes widening
I-10 between the Spaghetti
Bowl and Downtown, tearing
down a number of historic
residences and moving traffic,
noise, and associated
pollution closer to homes that
would remain after the
widening.
Stout has expressed, and will
continue to express,
constituent desires that
transportation planners focus
on projects that would divert
congestion away from
downtown, such as the
Borderland Expressway.
Stout Calls for Transparency,
Deliberation in EPE Sale
Acting with the support of 13
governmental entities that
constitute the Rate 41 group,
who receive a discounted
electricity rate from El Paso
Electric, Commissioner Stout
highlighted concerns related
to the proposed buyer, an
investment fund affiliated with
J.P. Morgan, and the lack of
engagement with Rate 41
entities during the purchasing
process.

The Rate 41 discount is
important because the loss of
revenue to the County and
other group members, such as
the City and County housing
authorities, would create a
greater strain on local
governmental budgets, likely
driving increased property
taxes.

Separately, Stout expressed
concerns that the deal as
proposed would diminish
local control of the utility,
which has a monopoly for
providing electricity to El Paso
County and parts of
Southern New Mexico, without
any special expertise or
tangible benefit to the
people of El Paso, who may
face rate increases driven by
different factors than
what we have seen from an
independent, publicly traded
El Paso Electric.
HFFI program nears contract
offers
The Healthy Food Financing
Initiative, which made
available $500,000 in funding
for entrepreneurs and
organizations to seek lowinterest loans and grants, has
received a number of
proposals from interested
parties, and in 2020, the
County’s Economic
Development Department
anticipates entering contracts
with partners through this
program.

Working with the Paso del
Norte Institute for Health
Living, County staff has sought
partners through the HFFI to
increase access to healthy
foods in “food deserts,” parts of
our community where there is
no easy access to fresh,
healthy foods or restaurants.
The HFFI is a policy initiative
that came out of
Commissioner Stout’s office,
though its impact will extend
beyond Precinct 2.
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Precinct 2 Resolutions
Resolution designating May 1-4, 2019 as "Jury Appreciation Week."
Resolution recognizing the El Paso Rhinos hockey team in El Paso, County.
Resolution declaring June 2019 as Pride Month in El Paso County, Texas.
Resolution opposing the Migrant Protection Protocols policy.
Resolution recognizing El Paso Rage FC girls soccer team.
Resolution condemning hateful rhetoric against the Hispanic Community.
Resolution declaring October as "League of Women Voters of El Paso 100th Year Month.
Resolution recognizing October as "Domestic Violence Awareness Month", and the Center
Against Sexual and Family Violence for their efforts combating sexual and family violence.
Resolution recognizing the El Paso Hispanic Chamber of Commerce for their many successes
in 2019 and recognizing November 12th as Minority Enterprise Day.
Resolution recognizing local broadcast journalists, photographers, editors, and producers who
have won Lone Star Emmy Awards. (pictured below)
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Commissioner Stout in the News
https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/el-paso-could-lose-house-seat-after-2020-census
https://www.governing.com/news/headlines/El-Paso-Considers-Buying-Electric-Utility-but-IsIt-Worth-It.html
https://kvia.com/news/business-technology/2019/12/11/prospect-of-city-buying-el-pasoelectric-dwindles-focus-now-on-protecting-workers-ratepayers-in-private-sale/
https://www.ktsm.com/local/el-paso-news/new-all-ability-playgrounds-coming-to-el-paso/
https://www.reformaustin.org/2019/11/04/texas-constables-under-review/
https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/potential-tax-increases-to-be-voted-on
https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/el-paso-county-bnhr-challenge-president-trumps-emergencyfor-border-wall
https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/preliminary-hearing-for-el-paso-county-vs-president-trump
https://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/local/el-paso/2019/08/28/el-paso-countycommissioners-consider-adding-tree-memorial-walmart-victims-ascarate-park/2133615001/
https://www.newser.com/story/279512/defend-texas-now-wrote-governor-day-beforeshooting.html

Follow Us Online!
Facebook.com/commissioner
DavidStout
Twitter.com/CommStout
epcounty.com
Questions?
915-546-2111
commissioner2@epcounty.com
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