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Extension of First Amendment to Emergency Order No. 17 

O210718-Emergency Order No. 17 

 

EXTENSION OF  

FIRST AMENDMENT TO ORDER NO. 17 

BY THE COUNTY JUDGE OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

 

DATE ORDER ISSUED: July 29, 2021 

 

WHEREAS, on May 18, 2021, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order No. 36 (“GA-

36”)  which barred governmental entities, including a county, city, school district, public health 

authority, and governmental official from requiring any person to wear a face covering or to 

mandate that another person wear a face covering; and  

 

WHEREAS, on May 21, 2021, in response to Governor Abbott’s restrictions on county 

and government officials, I issued County Order No. 17 which calls on each El Pasoan to save 

lives and avoid setback by wearing a face covering and maintaining social distancing; and  

 

WHEREAS, on May 26, 2021, the Texas Supreme Court issued Emergency Order No. 38 

(“SC-38”), which authorized the chief justice of the court of appeals and the local administrative 

district judge to adopt minimum standard health protocols in order to resume in-person court-

proceedings; and  

 

WHEREAS, on June 1, 2021, Judge Linda Chew, local administrative district judge, 

issued the 2021 COVID-19 Minimum Health Standards Protocols for the El Paso County, Texas 

Judiciary; and  

 

WHEREAS, on June 2, 2021, I issued the First Amendment to Order No. 17 (the “First 

Amendment”) to recognize and allow compliance with the Minimum Health Standards Protocols 

adopted by the local administrative judge; and 

 

WHEREAS, the First Amendment is scheduled to terminate on August 1, 2021; and  

 

WHEREAS, on July 19, 2021, the Texas Supreme Court issued Emergency Order No. 40 

(“SC-40”) which authorized the local administrative judge to readopt local plans and minimum 

standard health  protocols; and  

 

WHEREAS, on July 29, 2021, Judge Chew readopted and amended the 2021 COVID-19 

Minimum Health Standards Protocols for the El Paso County, Texas Judiciary; and 

 

WHEREAS, I hereby extend my First Amendment to County Order No. 17 to allow for 

continued compliance with the Minimum Health Standards Protocols adopted by the local 

administrative judge; and  

 

WHEREAS, since the adoption of County Order No. 17, El Paso has once more begun to 

see an uptick in COVID-19 cases, and the highly transmissible Delta variant has become the 

predominant COVID-19 strain in the United States; and  
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 WHEREAS, the CDC notes that COVID-19 vaccines are highly effective against 

hospitalization and death for a variety of COVID-19 strains; however, data suggests lower 

effectiveness against  Beta, Gamma, and Delta variants, and cite an on-going risk for COVID-19 

break through infections even among fully vaccinated people; and  

 

 WHEREAS, on August 2, 2021 El Paso’s three largest public school districts join other 

area schools in resuming in-person learning, and 

 

WHEREAS, children under the age of 12 remain ineligible to receive the COVID-19 

vaccine; and  

 

 WHEREAS, this week, the CDC said that schools are an area with high risk of 

transmission and recommends that everyone in K to 12 schools, including teachers, staff, students 

and visitors, wear a mask indoors; and 

 

WHEREAS, in addition to the CDC guidance for all individuals to wear masks indoors in 

schools, the Texas State Teachers Association is also calling on Governor Abbott to “withdraw his 

prohibition on mask mandates and allow individual school districts to require mask use in their 

facilities if local officials believe masks will help protect the health of their communities as schools 

reopen for the fall semester”; and  

 

WHEREAS, local officials in El Paso have expressed their belief that masks will help 

protect the health of the El Paso community as schools reopen for the fall semester. The El Paso 

Department of Public Health, the Mayor of the City of El Paso, and I, among other local officials, 

have all issued orders strongly encouraging the use of face masks to protect the health of the El 

Paso community. Most recently, the El Paso Department of Public Health issued an order on July 

19, 2021, whereby it strongly recommends, for a safe return to school, that unvaccinated 

individuals continue to wear face masks and that no student be discouraged from wearing a face 

mask; and  

 

WHEREAS, the statement from the Texas State Teachers Association also provides that 

“[e]ducators are eager to return to the classroom, but the pandemic is still dangerous. With 

COVID-19 cases increasing again and many people still unvaccinated, the American Academy of 

Pediatrics has recommended that everyone older than 2 wear a mask when they go back to school. 

Children younger than 12 have not yet been approved for the COVID vaccine”; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Texas State Teachers Association statement concludes by saying “[i]f 

Gov. Abbott really cares about the health and safety of Texas students, educators and their 

communities, he will give local school officials and health experts the option of requiring masks 

in their schools”; and  
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 WHEREAS, I stand in solidarity and support the urgent requests from the Texas State 

Teachers Association, local El Paso leaders, and the CDC to make a plea to Governor Abbott to 

revise his order to allow local school districts to have an option to require mask use in their 

facilities to protect vulnerable students, educators, staff and the community; and   

 

 WHEREAS, additionally, despite the recent national spike in COVID-19 cases, Dr. 

Rochelle Walensky, the CDC Director, gave Americans reason to rally when she said that we can 

halt the chain of transmission if we unify together, if we get people vaccinated who are not yet 

vaccinated, and if we mask in the  interim; and 

 

 WHEREAS, because El Pasoans stand ready to join the national effort to curb the recent 

increase in COVID-19, and to prevent El Paso from falling into an area with “substantial or high 

transmission,” I continue to call on all El Pasoans to heed Order No. 17 and wear face coverings 

when inside a commercial entity or other building or a space open to the public and maintain social 

distancing.  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, I, COUNTY JUDGE FOR EL PASO COUNTY, TEXAS, 

PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY VESTED BY TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE 

CHAPTER 418, HEREBY FIND AND ORDER: 

 

1. County Judge Order. No. 17, which urges all El Pasoans to continue to wear a face 

covering and maintain social distancing, as amended, shall remain in full force and 

effect unless superseded by a conflicting state or federal law or order. 

 

2. The First Amendment to Order No. 17 shall incorporate by reference the 2021 COVID-

19 Minimum Health Standards Protocols for the El Paso County, Texas Judiciary, as 

readopted and amended by the local administrative judge on July 29, 2021, and attached 

hereto as Exhibit A. 

 

3. The First Amendment to Order No. 17 shall remain in effect through October 1, 2021, 

unless amended, extended or terminated prior to such date. 

 

ORDERED THIS ____ of July, 2021. 

 

 

        COUNTY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

 

         

        ______________________________ 

        Ricardo A. Samaniego,  

        El Paso County Judge 

 

  

29
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EXHIBIT A 
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