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O210718-Emergency Order No. 17 

FIRST AMENDMENT TO ORDER NO. 17 

BY THE COUNTY JUDGE OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

DATE ORDER ISSUED: June 2, 2021 

WHEREAS, on May 18, 2021, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order No. 36 (“GA-36”) 

which, with limited exceptions, aimed to restrict a governmental entity, including a county, and 

government officials from requiring or having the authority to require any person from wearing a face 

covering; and  

WHEREAS, in response to GA-36’s restrictions on county and government officials, I issued 

Order No. 17 which strongly encouraged every El Pasoan to wear a face covering and maintain social 

distancing; and 

WHEREAS, on May 26, 2021, the Texas Supreme Court issued Emergency Order No. 38 (“SC-

38”), which authorized the chief justice of the court of appeals and the local administrative district judge 

to adopt minimum standard health protocols in order to resume in-person court-proceedings; and  

WHEREAS, SC-38 grants all Courts in Texas broad authority to avoid risk to court staff, parties, 

attorneys, jurors and the public to take reasonable action to avoid exposing court proceedings and 

participants to the threat of COVID-19; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to SC-38, the minimum standard health protocols may include masking and 

social distancing requirements, in all court rooms and throughout all public areas of the court buildings; 

and   

WHEREAS, in order to protect court participants and the public attending in-person court 

proceedings, the Honorable Judge Linda Chew, local administrative district judge, issued Minimum 

Health Standards Protocols which mandates face coverings upon entry into the court house and court 

buildings, as well as through all public areas of the same; and 

WHEREAS, I hereby amend my order to recognize and allow for compliance with the Minimum 

Health Standards Protocols adopted by the local administrative district judge. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, COUNTY JUDGE FOR EL PASO COUNTY, TEXAS, PURSUANT 

TO THE AUTHORITY VESTED BY TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE CHAPTER 418, HEREBY 

FIND AND ORDER: 

1. SECTION 5 (EL PASO COUNTY GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONS) is hereby deleted in its

entirety and replaced as follows:

County Property Minimum Standard Health Protocols.

All individuals, including all members of the public and County employees, should adhere to

the Minimum Health Standards Protocols adopted by the local administrative district judge

and attached hereto as Exhibit A, which include wearing a face covering, when entering the
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court house, throughout all public areas of the court house or court buildings, and as required 

by a judge while within his or her court room. 

 

For purposes of this Order, County employees that perform essential government functions 

may continue to work onsite.  All County departments shall follow the County’s Reconstitution 

of Operations Policy (ROOP) and only allow up to the applicable number of employees to 

return to the office/workspace. County employees who do not return to the office/workspace 

pursuant to the ROOP and who can work from home shall do so.  

 

Elected officials are strongly encouraged to follow the ROOP or establish similar standards 

before employees return to work onsite, and when possible, continue to allow their employees 

to work from home. 

 

County buildings and facilities shall remain limited to the percent of the normal operating 

limits based on the County ROOP. 

 

All County operated public transportation activities must be performed in compliance with 

social distancing including, to the extent possible, maintaining six-foot social distancing for 

both employees and the general public; washing hands with soap and water for at least twenty 

seconds often or using hand sanitizer; covering coughs and sneezes; cleaning high-touch 

surfaces; and not shaking hands. Individuals failing to abide with these requirements will be 

denied service and instructed to leave the premises or property. 

Individuals on all County operated public transportation are strongly encouraged to wear a face 

covering over the nose and mouth. 

The County may implement additional hygiene measures in County buildings or property. 

  

 2. Except as amended herein, the May 20, 2021, County Judge Order No. 17 shall otherwise remain 

in full force and effect unless superseded by a conflicting state or federal law or order prior to such time. 

 3. This First Amendment to Order No. 17 shall take effect immediately and remain in effect 

through August 1, 2021, unless amended, extended or terminated prior to such date.   

 

ORDERED this the ___ day of June, 2021. 

       COUNTY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

 

 

   

Ricardo A. Samaniego,  

El Paso County Judge 
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