COUNTY OF EL PASO GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA
FOR
CONSIDERATION OF LOCATION
OF BIDDER'’S PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS
(LOCAL BUSINESS PREFERENCE POLICY)

L AUTHORIZATION

Section 271.905 of the Texas Local Government Code authorizes the County of El Paso to give
consideration to the location of a bidder’s principal place of business in awarding the bid (“Local
Business Preference™). In order to do so, the County Commissioners Court must determine, in
writing, that the local bidder offers the County the best combination of contract price and
additional economic development opportunities for the County created by the contract award,
including the employment of residents of the County and increased tax revenues to the County.

I1. GENERAL PURPOSE AND INTENT

A. The purpose and intent of these Guidelines and Criteria is to set forth the parameters
under which the County of El Paso may consider the location of a bidder’s principal place of
business in awarding the bid.

B. All applications for consideration will be considered on a case-by-case basis, and the
decision to approve or deny consideration shall be at the discretion of the El Paso County
Commissioners Court.

C. The County of El Paso reserves the right to reject all bids; award a contract to the
lowest bidder; or to award the bidder whose principal place of business is in the local government
if the governing body of the local government determines, in writing, that the local bidder offers
the local government the best combination of contract price and additional economic
development opportunities for the local government created by the contract award, including the
employment of residents of the local government and increased tax revenues to the local
government.

III. FACTORS THAT THE COUNTY MAY CONSIDER IN AWARDING A
CONTRACT UNDER THE LOCAL PREFERENCE POLICY

A. The bids must be for any real property or personal property that is not affixed to real
property.
B. The location of the bidder’s principal place of business must be in the County, as

evidenced by submission of the current and valid Franchise Tax Certificate and the Certificate of
Account Status on file with the Texas Secretary of State, or other documents if applicable under
the Texas Business Organizations Code.

C. The bidder’s bid price must be within 3% of the lowest and best qualified bid.
D. The bidder must include in the bid a written application for the Local Business Preference
providing objective information satisfactory to the Commissioners Court as to how the award of

the bid will lead to additional economic development opportunities for the County created by the
contract award, including (1) The employment of County residents, and (2) Increased tax
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revenues to the local government. Such information shall be as appropriate to the type of bid, but
may include, but is not limited to:

(i) bid amount as percentage of reported local annual sales/revenue;
(i) economic impact- number of employees added within past 12 months
(iii) new job by salary category
(iv) local annual property taxes paid
E. The bidder must not be tax-delinquent as to federal, state, or local taxes.
F. The bidder may not subcontract the award, or any part of the award.
G. The bidder must not be indebted to the County. “Debt” includes delinquent taxes, fines,

fees, and delinquencies arising from written agreements with the County. (This provision will
take effect immediately upon the action by Commissioners Court required under Texas Local
Government Code section 262.0276).

H. In determining who is a responsible bidder, the commissioners court may take into
consideration the safety record of the bidder, of the firm, corporation, partnership or institution
represented by the bidder. (This provision will take effect immediately upon the action by
Commissioners Court required under Texas Local Government Code section

262.0275).

I All bidders, including owners, principals or officers if the bidder is a corporation or other
legal entity, seeking Local Business Preference will be required to submit an affidavit of any and
all political contributions to members of Commissioners Court for the previous 12 months.

J. A business in which a member of Commissioners Court has a substantial business
interest as defined under Texas Local Government Code Chapter 171 is not eligible for
consideration under the Local Business Preference Policy.

IV. APPLICATION

A. Case By Case Basis. If the Purchasing Agent and Procurement Review Panel determines
that a proposed bid is appropriate for Local Business Preference, it will include in the bid the
information required from the bidder. Only bids for real property or personal property that is not
affixed to real property are eligible for the Local Business Preference.

B. Written Application: A bidder may request consideration for Local Business Preference
by submitting the required information as part of the bid. There is no charge to submit the
application.

C. Contents of Application: The application shall consist of a completed application form.
The application must include objective, verifiable information from the bidder as to how the local
bidder offers the County the best combination of contract price and additional economic
development opportunities for the County created by the contract award, including the
employment of County residents and increased tax revenues to the County. The application form
may require such financial and other information, as the County deems appropriate for evaluating
the financial capacity and other relevant factors of the applicant.
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V. ADMINISTRATION

A. Annual Assessment: Each September, the Purchasing Agent shall separately account for
all bids awarded pursuant to the Local Preference Policy and the County Auditor shall annually
determine the total value of contracts awarded pursuant to the Local Preference Policy.

B. Annual Reports: Each September, a company receiving a contract award pursuant to
the Local Business Preference shall report to the County its annual revenues, annualized
employment levels distributed by wage brackets, the addition or deletion of capital assets in
excess of $1,000,000.00, and any other pertinent information that would affect the ability of the
local operation to maintain its status as a going concern.

i “Buy Local” Provision: Each recipient of Local Business Preference shall additionally
agree to give preference and priority to local manufacturers, suppliers, contractors and labor,
except where not reasonably possible to do so without added expense, substantial inconvenience,
or sacrifice in operating efficiency. The Annual Report by the company shall include a summary
of the action taken by the company pursuant to the “Buy Local” Provision.

VI CONFIDENTIALITY

Information that is provided to the County in connection with an application or request for Local
Business Preference under these Guidelines and Criteria shall be kept confidential and not be
subjected to public disclosure except as required by law, the Texas Attorney General, or by an
order of a court. Written information shall be released pursuant to a request under the Public
Information Act, Chapter 552 of the Texas Government Code, as amended, by the officer for
public information or his or her designee in accordance with the standards established under that
act for confidentiality and closed records.

Adopted this 17" day of December, 2012 by the El Paso County Commissioners Court.

ATTEST COUNTY OF EL PASO
’\ A
. N ‘)
I . SN \ el
County Clerk, Delia Briones County Judge Veronica Escobar
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COUNTY OF EL PASO
LOCAL BUSINESS PREFERENCE POLICY

APPLICATION for

BID/RFP NO. 14-012

For additional information, see the Local Business Preference Policy (attached).

A. Qualification as a Local Business.

Where is your principal place of business?

Are you tax delinquent as to federal, state, or local taxes?

Are you registered to do business with the Texas Secretary of State?

Attach a copy of your current Franchise Tax Certificate on file with the Texas
Secretary of State.

Attach a copy of your current Certificate of Account Status on file with the Texas
Secretary of State.

If the above documents do not apply, explain why and provide the equivalent documents
required by the Texas Secretary of State and/or Texas Business Organizations Code for your type
of business entity.

B. Economic Development Opportunities.

How will the bid award lead to additional economic development opportunities for the
County? This information includes, but is not limited to, (1) The employment of County



residents, and (2) Increased tax revenues to the local government. Such information shall be as
appropriate to the type of bid, but may include, but is not limited to:

() bid amount as percentage of reported local annual sales/revenue, or total
commodity sales;

(i) economic impact- number of employees added within past 12 months
(iii))  new jobs by salary category
(iv)  local annual property taxes paid

(You may attach your answer on a separate page, if you prefer).

C. No Subcontracting of Award.

The bidder may not subcontract the award, or any part of the award. Doing so will be grounds for
termination of the contract and penalties. Agreed _ Yes  No

D. Affidavit of Contributions to members of Commissioners Court.

Any and all political contributions by the bidder to members of Commissioners Court for the
previous 12 months by the bidder, must be disclosed. This includes owners, principals or officers
if the bidder is a corporation or other legal entity, must be disclosed. Complete and sign the
attached affidavit.

E. Annual Report. If you are awarded the bid, you must provide the County, every
September, a report of your revenues for the most recent year end, annual employment levels by
wage brackets, the addition or deletion of capital assets in excess of $1,000,000.00, and any other
pertinent information that would affect the ability of your business to maintain its status as a
going concern.

F. Agreement to “Buy Local.”

If you are awarded the bid, you agree to give preference and priority to County manufacturers,
suppliers, contractors and labor, except where not reasonably possible to do so without added
expense, substantial inconvenience, or sacrifice in operating efficiency. Your Annual Report (see
Section E) must include a summary of the action taken by the company pursuant to the “Buy
Local” Provision.



G. Confidentiality.
Information that is provided to the County in connection with an application or request for Local

Business Preference shall be kept confidential and not be subjected to public disclosure except as
required by law, the Texas Attorney General, or by an order of a court. Written information shall
be released pursuant to a request under the Public Information Act, Chapter 552 of the Texas
Government Code, as amended, by the officer for public information or his or her designee in
accordance with the standards established under that act for confidentiality and closed records.

Name Of Business

Name Of Authorized Representative

Title Of Authorized Representative

Signature Of Authorized Representative

Date




AFFIDAVIT

To be completed by all vendors as described in section D of the local business preference
application- By owner, if vendor is a sole proprietorship or all principals and officers if the
vendor is a corporation or other legal entity

AFFIDAVIT

THE STATE OF )

COUNTY OF )

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared
, Who, first upon oath being duly sworn, deposed and stated:

I am fully competent to make this affidavit, and the information contained herein is based upon
my personal knowledge..

1. My name is ). My title and principal place of business
IS
2. For the period from January 1, 2012 to the present, I, made the following campaign

contributions, gifts or any transfers of cash, checks or anything of value to any member of the El
Paso County Commissioners Court, any person related by marriage or birth to the County
Commissioners or County Judge or any member of the ElI Paso County administrative staff:
(Provide Date, Amount or Cash Value of Gift, and Recipient’s Name and Title):

[add any additional information you think necessary or appropriate]

Affiant
The foregoing Affidavit was acknowledged before me on the day of
, 2013 by : (Name),
(Title), both in his/her individual capacity and on behalf of

(Company).

Notary Public, State of






