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El Paso County OKs Veterans Court Program expansion 

By Cindy Ramirez \ El Paso Times 
Posted:   02/14/2012 12:00:00 AM MST 
 
The El Paso County Veterans Court Program will be expanded with the creation of two subprograms 
approved by county commissioners Monday.  

"It is our ethical and moral obligation to restore our men and women of the military to the way they were 
before they went to serve our country," said 346th State District Court Judge Angie Juarez Barill, whose 
court will oversee felony cases in the program.  

Under the program, combat veterans or active service members who find themselves in the civilian criminal 
justice system receive assistance from mental health counselors, court administrators and veteran's 
advocates. Participants are typically those whose conduct was affected by mental health issues such as 
post-traumatic stress disorder resulting from serving in a combat zone or other hazardous duty.  

The two subprograms approved Monday are the Veteran's Treatment and Intervention Program for 
Misdemeanor Cases, which will be administered by County Court-at-Law No. 1 under Judge Ricardo 
Herrera, and the El Paso Veterans Court Program for Felony Cases under Barill.  

Veterans courts were established through Senate Bill 1940, which was enacted in September 2009 to assist 
combat veterans who have committed a crime and are suffering from PTSD or brain injuries.  

The El Paso County Veterans Court Program was created in November 2009 and opened in February 2010 
to reduce the number of times veterans and service members end up in criminal courts, reduce the number 
of days they spend in  

jail and make the most effective use of limited 
criminal justice and mental health resources, 
officials said. 

It is only the second such court in Texas, 
officials said, with the first established in Houston.  

"We have profound appreciation for the county's support of this program," said Col. Francis Cain of the Fort 
Bliss Office of the Staff Judge Advocate during Monday's Commissioners Court meeting. "It's a positive 
option for our servicemen and women who need some redirection."  

Barill said the county is working on a memorandum of understanding to cooperate with the El Paso Veterans 
Administration Healthcare System and Beaumont Army Medical Center so the entities can share information 
about those who find themselves in the program.  

The program provides veterans and service members with rehabilitation, educational, vocational, medical 
and psychiatric or substance abuse treatment. Treatment typically lasts six months, but no longer than the 
period of community supervision that would normally be required for the charged offense.  

Barill said the program is seeking funding from grants from the Office of the Governor's Criminal Justice 
Department and the Texas Veterans Commission to better staff and equip the courts.  

Cindy Ramirez may be reached at cramirez@elpasotimes.com; 546-6151.  

 
 
In other action 
County Commissioners on Monday approved the revised specifications and selection process for the request for bids 
for a financial adviser. 
 The request for proposals will go out on Sunday and bids will be due March 14. The contract is expected to be 
awarded in late April. 
 Companies looking to compete for the county's contract will be required to comply with its code of ethics training. 
The selected company will be required to submit quarterly reports to the county. 
 Under the process approved Monday, commissioners are prohibited from having any private communications with 
vendors or lobbyists competing for the contract. 
 The county's current contract with financial adviser Coastal Securities expires in August. 
 Coastal Securities has the "opportunity and invitation" to reapply for the contract, County Judge Veronica Escobar 
said. 
 The Criminal Division of the U.S. Attorney's Office is investigating the 2007 selection of the county's financial 
adviser. Coastal Securities was originally named in a December federal indictment, though the company is "not a 
subject or target" of the federal public corruption investigation, the Western District of Texas U.S. Attorney's Office 
said in a letter last week. 
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