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El Paso Veterans Court expands to accept felony 
charges 

Judge works to keep soldiers and veterans out of jail 

By Martina Valverde 

346th District Court 

Hundreds of soldiers have been jailed in El Paso just this year, but a judge is working to make sure they aren't convicted, 
but rather get the help she said they need.  
 
The concept is "leave no veteran behind and honor their service." However, Judge Angie Juarez Barill said that service has 
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landed many active military and veterans in trouble with the law.  
 
"They have suffered PTSD, post traumatic stress syndrome, TBI, traumatic brain injury, depression or other things like 
that," Barill said.  
 
She said because of that many are struggling to readjust to a normal life and claims many don't even have a prior criminal 
background. She said because of multiple tours of duty, "They're not the same; they'll never be the same."  
 
Barill said that is why she the court system can not be the same.  
 
The El Paso Veterans Court Program started in 2009, but first only incorporated misdemeanors. It has now been expanded 
to felonies, to include everything from drug possession to capital murder.  
 
Barill said they have started to keep tabs on soldiers and veterans in jail. In just seven months, close to 600 have been put 
behind bars and nearly 400 are on probation.  
 
Under the program, soldiers and veterans will go through a mental health assessment to see if the court can meet their 
needs. In some cases, instead of being convicted, a soldier will be given the treatment he or she needs.  
 
"It can be anything regards to substance abuse, counseling because of the situation, things of that sort," Barill said.  
 
Barill stresses this program isn't for everybody who lands in the defendant's chair. She said there are safeguards.  
 
"The DA's office makes that determination. They are the gatekeepers," she said.  
 
Baril said it ensures soldiers and veterans have the opportunity to lead productive and law-abiding lives.  
 
"If they are convicted with a felony they lose a lot of their benefits and services," she said.  
 
Barill said five veterans have applied to go through her court and the program and is just waiting approval from the DA's 
office.  
 
The concept of the veteran's court program started with a Judge Give First Name Russell in New York. He said in speaking 
with a lot of veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, he noticed they were having trouble with the law simply because 
they were struggling at adjusting.  
 
El Paso is the second Texas city after Houston to have a veteran's court.  
 
For more information on the El Paso Veterans Court Program contact Judge Barill's office at 546-2119.  
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