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                    AGENDA DATE: May 21, 2012                      

 

       CONSENT OR REGULAR: Consent 

 

CONTRACT REFERENCE NO 

   (IF APPLICABLE):  N/A                                                   

                             

COMMISSIONERS COURT 

COMMUNICATION 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION OF TOPIC:    Healthy eating and active living is a Foundation priority area.  

The Foundation’s premise is that all people    deserve good health.  The Foundation supports the US Surgeon 

General’s 2010 Call to Action to Prevent and Decrease Overweight and Obesity.  The Foundation seeks proposals 

that can influence public policy, improve built environments, advance organizational practices, build coalitions, 

provide community-wide health    education, and help individuals develop knowledge and skills.  The County 

proposes to use the lessons learned     in its current Foundation funded Fit to Grow initiative.  The County 

developed community gardens at Ascarate Park and at the Juvenile Justice Center to give youth the opportunity    

to experience gardening and receive sound nutritional information.  Based on that effort, the Juvenile Justice 

Center wants to use healthy eating and active living as a rehabilitation tool to improve outcomes for the youth in   

its system.  The County will engage an external partner, the YMCA, to promote active living with its internal 

partner Ascarate Park.  It will work with the Drug Court to include healthy eating and active living opportunities 

for families of these youth.  Juvenile Justice staff will incorporate healthy eating as part of its Strengthening 

Families curriculum.  Staff will measure knowledge of and engagement with HEAL efforts during the project.   

FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

This solicitation will extend the Fit to Grow activities for youth and their families involved in the juvenile 

justice system.   

 

PRIOR COMMISSIONERS COURT ACTION (IF ANY):  
 

Commissioners Court authorized the initial solicitation and acceptance of the Fit to Grow award.   

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Department recommends approval of this item.   

 

 

 

SUBMITTED BY:  Rosemary V. Neill, Director     (915) 834-8201     

    

SUBJECT:  Approve and authorize AgriLife Extension Services and the Department of Family and 

Community Services to submit a grant proposal on May 29, 2012 to the Paso del Norte Health Foundation 

for a high-impact, outcome oriented pilot program for Healthy Eating and Active Living (HEAL) focused 

on a specific population of youth and their families in the juvenile justice system for an amount not to 

exceed $300,000 and authorize the County Judge to sign submission documents.    

 

COUNTY ATTORNEY APPROVAL        
The attached document has been given legal review by the El Paso County Attorney’s Office on behalf of the County of El Paso, it officers, 
and employees. Said legal review should not be relied upon by any person or entity other than the County of El Paso, its officers, and 
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