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04/22/13

Regular

2013-0186

Approve and authorize the County Judge to sign the Resolution /Internet Submission Form required for the automatic application renewal for the El Paso Specialty Court Attorney Grant FY2014 from the Texas
Indigent Defense Commission and authorize the submission of the grant application via TIDC’s internet portal. A 40% cash match is required and funds are available in either the Un-allocated General Fund Grant
match or INDEFENSEEN accounts. Further, authorize the Judge to sign a letter to the grantor requesting a grant amendment to include COLAs and step increases in the grant budget for FY2014 to 2016.

El Paso County received a four year grant last year for a Public Defender Attorney to work with some of the Problem Solving Courts (384th,
SAFP Re-entry, Veteran's Treatment Court, Juvenile Special Needs Diversionary Program and DWI Treatment Court) Renewals are
automatic each year; however, the Court must approve the resolution and Internet Submission Form. The Grant is eligible for its first
automatic renewal and we're requesting an amendment to the Grant budget to reflect cost of living and step increases.

FY2014 County cash match will be $29,120.00 or $31,510.00. The reason for the two amounts
is the requested grant budget amendment to add cost of living and step increases for the grant
employee.

The original grant application was approved by Commissioner’s Court in 2012. This is the
second year renewal.

We recommend the Court adopt the resolution and authorize the internet grant submission as
well as authorizing Judge Escobar to sign the request for a grant budget amendment to include
cost of living and step increases.

Carole Powell, Deputy Chief Public Defender, Public Defender's Office (915) 546-8185 xt. 3655











2014 El Paso County Resolution 
Indigent Defense Discretionary Grant Program 

      
WHEREAS, under the provisions of the Texas Government Code Section 71.062 and Texas 
Administrative Code Chapter 173, counties are eligible to receive grants from the Commission 
on Indigent Defense to provide improvements in indigent defense services in the county; and 
  
WHEREAS, the commissioners court authorizes this grant program and application to assist the 
county in the implementation and the improvement of the indigent criminal defense services in 
this county; and 
  
WHEREAS, El Paso County Commissioners Court has agreed that in the event of loss or misuse 
of the funds, El Paso County Commissioners assures that the funds will be returned in full to the 
Texas Indigent Defense Commission. 
  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED and ordered that the County Judge of this county is 
designated as the Authorized Official to apply for, accept, decline, modify, or cancel the grant 
application for the Indigent Defense Discretionary Grant Program and all other necessary 
documents to accept said grant; and 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that M. Clara Hernandez is designated as the Program Director 
and contact person for this grant and the County Auditor is designated as the Financial Officer 
for this grant. 
  
Adopted this ______day of ________________, 2013. 
  

  
 

Veronica Escobar 
County Judge 

Attest:   
  

 
County Clerk   

  
 Note: This Required Resolution is to obtain grant funds. Please do not alter it other than to fill in 
the optional spaces. Please direct request to alter to the Commission Special Counsel. 
  

Internet Submission Form 
  
After submitting the discretionary grant application on-line, the following Internet submission 
confirmation number was received #______________________________. This grant application 



submission was in accordance with the Commissioners Court Resolution above. 
  

 
Veronica Escobar 

County Judge 
  

  
 



April 22, 2013 

Bryan Wilson 
Texas Indigent Defense Commission 
Grants Administrator 
 

RE:  Request To Amend El Paso Specialty Court Attorney Grant Budget 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

El Paso County is pleased to complete the steps to facilitate the automatic renewal for the “El Paso 
Specialty Court Attorney,” and at today’s Commissioner’s Court session, the Court has adopted the 
Resolution/Internet Submission Form,  required as part of the grant renewal process.  We will forward 
the original document to you along with letters of support for the program from the Judges whose 
problem solving courts are supported by the Public Defender attorney funded through the program. 

In addition, we would like to request that the Commission on Indigent Defense authorize an amendment 
increasing approved grant budget  for years two through four   as follows: 

 Year 2  from $72,800 to $78,774, a difference of $5,974.  
 Year 3  from $72,800 to $86,019, a difference of $13,219. 
 Year 4 from $72,800 to $117,455 a difference of $23,756. 

These funds will be used to compensate the grant’s employee consistently with other County 
employees in the same job classification and grade pursuant to El Paso County’s Attorney Salary 
Plan and projected cost of living adjustments (COLAs).  A revised line item budget for each year is 
attached.  Because of the grant’s structure, with the County’s match increasing by 20% annually, as 
the Commission’s funding decreases, we understand that , if approved, this will increase the 
County’s required match for each of these program years. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Veronica Escobar. 
El Paso County Judge 
attachment 

  



El Paso Problem Solving Court Attorney Grant Budget 

Current 
Budget 
for years 
2 thru 4 

Requested 
Year 2 
Revised 
Budget 

Requested 
Year 3 
Revised 
Budget 

Requested 
Year 4 
Revised 
Budget 

Amount 
funded at 
60% 

Amount 
funded at 
40% 

Amount 
funded at 
20% 

1) Personnel (Total 
Number of FTEs:1) $54,000 $59,560 $65,042 $73,084 
2)Fringe Benefits $18,000 $18,414 $20,177 $22,672 
3)Travel and Training $500 $500 $500 $500 
4) Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 
5) Supplies $300 $300 $300 $300 
6)Contract Services $0 $0 $0 $0 
Total Direct Costs $72,800 $78,774 $86,019 $96,556 
7) Indirect Costs $0 $0 $0 $0 
Total Indirect Costs $0 $0 $0 $0 
Total Proposed Costs $72,800 $78,774 $86,019 $96,556 
Less Cash from Other 
Sources: County 
Match $14,560 $31,510 $26,353 $38,622 
Total Amount Funded 
by Commission $58,240 $47,264 $59,666 $57,934 

 

 














