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                    AGENDA DATE: August 5, 2013                      

 

       CONSENT OR REGULAR: Consent Agenda       

 

CONTRACT REFERENCE NO 

   (IF APPLICABLE): N/A  

                             

COMMISSIONERS COURT 

COMMUNICATION 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION OF TOPIC:  The Texas Veterans Commission is soliciting 

applications from eligible applicants for veterans’ services in three service categories, financial 

assistance, counseling and homeless/housing services.  The application is due on August 8, 2013.  The 

award is for a term beginning on January 1, 2014 and ending December 31, 2014.  The grant does not 

require any match but an applicant is asked to consider sustaining any proposed activities beyond the 

grant period.   General Assistance/Veterans Assistance (GA/VA) has unsuccessfully applied for these 

funds in prior solicitations.  The competition for these funds is strong and GA/VA is committed to 

submitting a competitive application.  The application will request $50,000 to provide financial 

assistance, $75,000 to support transportation services and $50,000 for homeless/housing assistance.  The 

County has two credentialed veteran services officers (VSO) who are extensively trained to provide 

benefits counseling to any veteran, his/her spouse or family member.  When the County consolidated its 

GA and VA services, it ensured that veterans could also receive emergency services while processing a 

claim for benefits.  The GA/VA Manager also provides support services to the Veterans Court.  The 

County’s goal is to support a comprehensive range of services for those who have honorably served their 

county.   

Fiscal Impact:   The application amount is $175,000 for targeted services to veterans and their families.  

PRIOR COMMISSIONERS COURT ACTION (IF ANY): Commissioners Court approves GA/VA 

emergency and homelessness services on an annual basis.   A GA/VA goal is to leverage County 

resources through available grant funding.   

 

RECOMMENDATION:  The Department recommends approval of this request.   

 

SUBMITTED BY:  Rosemary V. Neill, Director    834-8201      

     

SUBJECT:  Approve and authorize the General Assistance/Veterans Assistance Program, a unit of the 

Department of Family and Community Services, to submit an application to the Texas Veterans Commission 

Fund for Veterans’ Assistance in the amount of $175,000 for limited emergency assistance, transportation 

services and housing assistance for homeless veterans.          
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